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To be appointed as Chief Justice, 
one must have served as a superior 
court judge for at least 15 years or 
have at least 15 years’ experience as 
a distinguished academic, judicial 
officer, legal practitioner or such 
experience in other relevant legal field 
or held the qualifications specified 
above for a period amounting, in the 
aggregate, to 15 years.
The Chief Justice is appointed in 
accordance with the recommendation 
of the Judicial Service Commission 
( JSC), and subject to the approval of 
the National Assembly. 
The process of recruiting a 
Chief Justice under the current 
constitutional dispensation requires 
the participation by members of the 
public, demonstration of fairness 

and transparency as well as strict 
adherence to constitutional principles 
and best practices.
The process starts by formally 
declaring in the Kenya Gazette, a 
vacancy, in the Office of the Chief 
Justice followed by advertising for 
qualified and interested candidates 
to apply for the position. The Judicial 
Service Commission then constitutes 
a selection panel as required by 
law and then shortlists persons for 
nomination by the Commission in 
accordance with the First Schedule of 
the JSC Act.
Upon receiving applications from 
interested candidates, the JSC 
publishes in the local dailies the 
names of applicants, including the 
shortlisted candidates. Since the 

process requires public participation, 
the Commission then invites any 
member of the public to avail, in 
writing, any information of interest to 
the Commission in relation to any of 
the applicants. To review, verify and 
supplement information provided 
by applicants, the Commission is 
expected to conduct reference checks 
on the candidate. 
The recruitment process takes about 
four months to have a new Chief 
Justice in office, given the statutory 
timelines that guide the process.
The Chief Justice is the Head of the 
Judiciary and the President of the 
Supreme Court of Kenya and at 
the same time chairs the National 
Council on the Administration of 
Justice (NCAJ).

The Process of recruiting a Chief justice

C J  R E C R U I T M E N T
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S C O R E  C A R D
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S C O R E  C A R D
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I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Improving Access To Justice:

Isiolo Law Courts Vihiga Law Courts

Ol Kalou Law Courts

Kangema Law CourtsKigumo Law Courts

Chuka Law Courts

Nakuru Law Courts



45

I n s i d e  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  M a g a z i n e  |  D e c e m b e r  - F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Improving Access To Justice: New Court Buildings Opened

Kahawa Law Courts

Oyugis Law Courts Makueni Law Courts

Molo Law Courts

Tamu Law Courts

Narok Law CourtsKakamega Law Courts
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Justice David Maraga being 
sworn in as Chief Justice at 
State House Nairobi

Justice David Maraga before 
National Assembly JLAC

Justice David Maraga appearing before JSC for 
interview for the position of Chief Justice

Justice David Maraga when he appeared 
before National Assembly JLAC for vetting 
for the position of Chief Justice

M A R A G A  I N  P H O TO S

Chief Justice David Maraga’s Recruitment
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SC Judge Ibrahim 
Mohammed welcomes 
him into office 

In his office moments 
after assuming office

Inspection of  a registry 
at Milimani Law Courts

Interacting  with 
members of judiciary 
staff.

At the ground breaking 
ceremony of a court 
building

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

M A R A G A  I N  P H O TO S

Chief Justice David Maraga’s Early Days
1

3

2

4 5
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M A R A G A  I N  P H O TO S

Chief Justice David 
Maraga who was also the 
President of the Supreme 
Court led the bench in 
hearing and determining 
cases. 

With him are Hon Lady 
Justice Njoki Ndungu, 
Hon Justice Prof J.B. 
Ojwang, Hon Lady Justice 
Philomena Mwilu, Hon 
Justice Mohammed K. 
Ibrahim, Hon Justice Dr 
Smokin C. Wanjala and 
Hon Justice Isaac Lenaola.

Chief Justice: Jurisprudence
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M A R A G A  I N  P H O TO S

Chief Justice David Maraga met and conferred with many leaders during his tenure

Chief Justice: Outreach
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JSC & NCAJ ACTIVITIES
M A R A G A  I N  P H O TO S

Chief Justice David Maraga chaired the JSC and NCAJ during his tenure of office
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SWEARINGS-IN & ADMISSIONS

M A R A G A  I N  P H O TO S

Chief Justice David Maraga presided over swearing-in ceremonies and Admission of advocates to the Bar
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MENTORSHIP & CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Chief Justice David Maraga was involved in numerous mentorship and church activities

M A R A G A  I N  P H O TO S



53

I n s i d e  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  M a g a z i n e  |  D e c e m b e r  - F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1

MEETING THE PEOPLE

Chief Justice David Maraga interacted with members of the public and staff at various levels

M A R A G A  I N  P H O TO S
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Chief Justice David  
Kenani Maraga served  

the Judiciary as 
Chief Justice between 

Oct 2016 - Jan 2021  


